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6. Policy framework

Our Natural Capital underpins everything that we do as a City.
The city is part of a greater whole and needs to be seen in the context of the agencies that have responsibilities 
for the Wellington region and the country as a whole. This includes national and regional policy influencing 
biodiversity as well as Wellington City Council’s strategy, policy and planning documents. For a more 
comprehensive description of policy context see Appendix 1.

Our Natural Capital Policy framework:

International Legislation
United Nations Convention on Biodiversity 1992

National Legislation
•	 Local Government Act 2002
•	 Resource Management Act 1991
•	 National Biodiversity Policy Statement 2007
•	 New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy 2001
•	 Biosecurity Act 1993
•	 Reserves Act 1977

Regional Legislation, Plans and Policies
•	 Regional Policy Statement
•	 Regional Plan
•	 Regional Pest Management Plan
•	 Greater Wellington Biodiversity Strategy
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Regulatory documents
•	 District Plan
•	 Wellington Town Belt Bill 2015

Council Plans and Policies
•	 Pest Management  

Implementation Plan
•	 Open Space Access Plan
•	 Central City Framework
•	 Dog Policy
•	 Water Sensitive Urban Design Guide
•	 Integrated Catchment  

Management Plans

Reserve Management Plans
•	 Outer Green Belt 2004
•	 Wellington Town Belt 2013
•	 Suburban Reserves 2015
•	 Northern Reserves 2008
•	 South Coast 2002
•	 Botanic Gardens of Wellington 2014

Opposite: Reserve Management Plans 
provide the Council with a clear framework 
for decision making, such as removing pines 
on Te Ahumairangi Hill and replanting with 
native species.




